SUDBURY

Parish in Babergh District in the County of Suffolk

Domesday Book records 55 burgesses in the time of Edward the Confessor and 63 in 1086.

Admission to the freedom is by patrimony or servitude, at the age of 18, on taking the oath before the Chairman of the district Council, a docket being issued to the new       freeman in evidence of admission.   No fees are payable.

Before the town lost its Borough status by the Local Government Act 1972, the Mayor was responsible for admissions, and the Town Mayor is now invited to join the Chairman at the ceremony and add his signature to the docket.

There has been one admission by servitude in recent years, after a seven year            apprenticeship, but the current customary term of apprenticeship is accepted.

Since 1992, woman freemen have been admitted, as have grandchildren of freemen in the male line, following Counsel’s Opinion by Charles Sparrow QC that under the        Borough Charter of Charles ll. the District Council was empowered to amend the            requirements.

By a thirteenth century charter the Lord of the Manor granted the freemen the meadows of Portmanscroft and Kings Marsh, which, with land given for the use of the freemen in the eighteenth century, lands obtained in the nineteenth century through the redemption of the freemen’s shackage rights, and later purchases, form Sudbury Common lands, on which each freeman is entitled to depasture two beasts, and each widow of a freemen one beast, on payment of a fee.

Under a Charity Commission Scheme of 1987, the lands are managed by a body of    trustees consisting the trustees of the Sudbury Municipal Charities and four elected    freemen.  By a contract between the trustees and the Freemen’s Society, acting on       behalf of the freemen, their grazing rights are sold annually, and half the proceeds paid to the trustees as the fee due, while the Society distributes the other half to the freemen and widows ( who receive half the amount payable to the freemen).

Four of the meadows were registered in 1974 and 1975 under the Commons Registration Act.

The Scheme of 1987 was introduced at the time of the sale, with the concurrence of the freemen, of one meadow, Harp Close Meadow, as the site for a new hospital.   Under the Scheme, all profits made by the trustees ( including environmental grants) go to charity, a quarter of them going to the Sudbury Freemen’s Trust, established in 1986 to          commemorate the 900th anniversary of the mention in the Domesday Book.  The Trust makes grants to local bodies for capital projects, with a special interest in fire              precautions, in memory of the custom in ancient times of requiring new freemen to     provide fire buckets for the Moot Hall.

When a former inn, The Christopher, was acquired by the Common Lands Trustees as a centre for local voluntary organisations, one room was designated the Freemen’s Room and was furnished by the Freemen’s Trust, and is used for meetings of the Trust and the Committee of the Freemen’s Society ( which was formed in 1973 by reviving a Society formed in the 1890s.
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