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Portland        

 Title of Court

 The Court Leet of the Island and the

       Royal Manor of Portland 

	Date of formation

Date of Charter

Lord of the Leet

Title of Leader of the Court
	800 AD

Not known

The Crown Estate

Chief Constable


Offices and Officers of the Court

	Steward

Chief Constable

Foreman of the Jury

Court Bailiff

Reeve

Inspectors of Villages (6)

Affeerors (2)

Hayward
	Mr Robert Pearce


Contact

Rowland M Reynolds

1 Sweethill Road

Portland

Dorset DT5 2DR

Tel: 01305 822677
Brief history

Portland has been a Royal Manor since Saxon times. Prior to the 1925 Law of Property Act the Court Leet had wide ranging powers to regulate large areas of Common Land on Portland, and could impose fines etc for illegal encroachments. The Reeve acted as a rent collector for the various villages and the Commoners would pay a Quit Rent which absolved them from military service. The island paid a total of £14 14s 3d in Quit Rent. Today the Court Leet works closely with the Crown Estate and maintains an involvement of local people in the management of the Common Land on Portland.

[Notes below taken from the Portland Year Book of 1904 and are therefore dated. Other interesting information was provided by Mr S Morris of Portland and a letter and questionnaire was sent to the present Steward who replied as above.]
Ceremonies

Drawing by Lot 

This being a Royal Manor, the Lord or Chief is the King or Queen. The Steward of the Manor representing the Chief instructs the Bailiff to summon the Court, the Bailiff puts the names of the Tenants (or some of them) in a hat, and the Jury are drawn by lot from these. 

Meeting of the Court
On the day and at the place appointed, the names of those warned to attend the Court are called and upon answering their names they are sworn by the Steward or his deputy. The Foreman is then chosen, who then presides. For many years now this Office has been filled by Mr Robert Pearce. The various Officers of the Court and Manor are in attendance. These comprise of the Steward, the Bailiff, the Reeve, the Chief Constable, the Inspectors of Districts, the Affeerors and the Haywards. These take their several oaths and are sworn in turn.

Preparation of the Reeve Staff
An annual payment, a quit rent of 3d per acre amounting to a total of £14 14s 3d has been paid to the Chief from time immemorial. This is collected by the Reeve and paid over to the Steward. He also prepares a Reeve Staff with notches cut to represent each payment. As a remuneration for this service he is entitled to the use of a piece of land called the ‘Reeve Plot’ for his year of Office. He is now paid a sum of money instead of use of land. The Reeve is appointed at the Michaelmas Court, and is always the tenant who pays the highest amount of quit rent. The Office is only held once. 

Appointment of Chief Constable
The Chief Constable is appointed by the Court and he appoints the Inspectors. Their duties being to inspect the Commonable Land or Parish Lands and to see that no encroachments are made, to see that the roads and ways are preserved, and to make Presentments to the Court of any encroachments or irregular working of quarries in the Parish Lands. In ease of encroachments the Jury has to decide what steps are to be taken, whether a fine or annual rent is to be paid. The duty of the Affeerors is to fix the amount of the fine or annual rent.

Collecting the Court Pence
The Bailiff, besides ‘warning’ the Jury, collects the Court Penny from every householder. If they decline to pay the ‘Penny’ they have to attend the Court and answer to their names. He also makes a Presentment at Court of the amount of stone quarried from Commonable Lands. He must also present the death of every tenant, and to collect the sum of 2s 6d due to the Chief.






















24

