NORTHAMPTON

A Borough in Northamptonshire

Northampton was capital of a shire in 1011.    Its first charter was granted by Richard I in 1189.

A new Royal Charter in 1974 awarded Northampton the status of a Borough.  A Mayor and Deputy Mayor were appointed 

In 1987-8 the Borough Council in Northampton needed to promote a local Bill in Parliament.    Prompted by the Chief Executive and Town clerk Mr Roger Morris, and after discussions with the local Freemen’s organisations, two clauses and a schedule were included to clarify and modernise the provisions relating to Northampton Freemen.    These became section 4, 5 and 6 of, and schedule 1 to, the Northampton Act 1988, and came into effect on its Royal Assent on the 15th November 1988.

A century earlier the Northampton Corporation Act 1882 had transferred the Freemen’s lands to the Corporation and provided for a annuity in return of £800 per annum.   This very substantial sum had eroded to the point where its rapidly diminishing value was a source of dismay to the current Freemen, who felt disadvantaged by the irrecoverable loss of what had become potentially very valuable lands.

The Borough Council accordingly determined, as part of a wide ranging review and repeal of local legislation necessitated by the passing of section 262 of the local Government Act 1972, to provide for the buying out and extinguishment of the annuity at a cost of £10,000, which was enacted as section 6 of the Northampton Act 1988.   The Act of 1882 was repealed.

Drawing on the precedent of section 4 of the Durham City Council Act 1985 ( Mr Morris had earlier been Town Clerk and Chief Executive of the City of Durham when that Local act was obtained ), section 4 restated the qualifications for admission - and lowered the age threshold to eighteen from twenty-one in keeping with the age of majority under the general law.

Admission, which is still restricted to males, is now by patrimony ( son of a Freeman, or husband of a Freeman’s daughter) ; and by apprenticeship ( whole time apprenticeship or one or more employees in the borough whether or not freemen).   Section 4 (1) (c) removes the possibility of a break in the chain of inheritance or claim because of someone’s death.   Schedule 1 to the 1988 Act restated the requirements about trustees, investments, records and accounts.

The Freemen are represented by six trustees who meet annually to pay annuities and record deaths and admission of Freemen.

No fees are payable by Freemen for admission.

A person to be admitted as a Freeman makes application to the Mayor’s Office.    He is then accompanied by his family to the Mayor’s Parlour to take the Oath of a Freeman of the Borough.   The ceremony takes about fifteen minutes.

No plans have been formulated for Northampton Freemen to meet socially.

There are now 72  Northampton Freemen.










