NEWPORT

Ancient Borough in the County of Pembroke

Newport was a planted borough that grew in the shadow of the castle built by William    FitzMartin, Lord of Cemais, after he had been evicted from nearby Nevern in 1191.   He, or his son, granted a charter to the town some time before 1215, when Llywelyn the Great destroyed the castle and the liberties and customs then awarded to the Burgesses were confirmed in a charter of about 1240.

Cemais was a Lordship Marcher, the lord of which held jura regalia, including the power of life and death over his tenants, and within the lordship the king’s writ did not run.   Two courts were held in the borough: the Court Baron and the Court Leet and View of       Frankpledge.   The Court Baron upheld the customs of the manor and was held every other Monday before the Mayor and a jury of six sworn Burgesses.   The Court Leet and View of Frankpledge was held twice a year, around Easter and Michaelmas, before the Mayor and “a grand inquisition” consisting of nineteen Burgesses.   The View of         Frankpledge examined the collective responsibility for apprehending offenders.   The Courts are now merged, as the Court Baron and Court Leet, which meets twice a year.   A third Court is held for the installation of the Mayor and, since 1964, a special court is held in August, following the beating of the bounds and this court is open for the public to         attend.

The Court comprises the Mayor, Aldermen who are former Mayors, and Burgesses, who are “fit and proper persons” resident in the borough and admitted by the court.    A       Foreman of the Jury, usually the senior Alderman, is sworn by the Steward of the barony, and Burgesses then  take “ the like oath”

The Mayor was chosen from a list of three names submitted by the “grand inquisition” to the lord of Cemais, who chooses the first name.   He was answerable for the lord’s rents, tolls, waifs and strays, estreats and prise of ale within the borough.   The Bailiff, who was also the Pound-Keeper, was appointed by the Mayor, and up to four constables were sworn.   The Mayor is still appointed in this manner and is sworn in November, a distinction he now shares with the Lord Mayor of London.
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