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CITY OF LONDON

High on the west wall of Guildhall are the effigies of Gogmagog and Corineus, more commonly, but inaccurately known as Gog and Magog.   Legend has it that these giants came from Troy to found the City of London, but there is no proof.  Yet from time out of mind they have presided over the deliberations and functions of the Corporation.

Much is now known about the Roman occupation of the City, through archaeology.  Of particular and recent discovery is that the amphitheatre occupied exactly the same site as the present Guildhall Yard, and that Saxon remains might be interpreted as an         indication that Alfred the Great had his London headquarters on the Guildhall site, at the head of King Street?

In 1067, William 1 granted a charter to the citizens of London.  It translates as, “William the king greets William the Bishop and Geoffrey the portreeve and all the citizens in   London, French and English, in friendly fashion; and I inform you that it is my will that your laws and customs be preserved as they were in King Edward’s day, and that every son be his father’s heir after his father’s death; and I will not allow any man to do you wrong. God keep you.”

This scrap of parchment is one of the most precious documents in the City’s archives.  It was, of course, followed by many more elaborate charters, as the centuries progressed, and as tensions between the Monarch and the City ebbed and flowed.  Throughout all, it was always acknowledged in the end that the City was the treasure house of the nation, and you meddled with it at your peril.

I think it is true to say that some of the trade guilds were in existence in some form or other before the conquest.  The Weavers have a charter of 1155 and so must have been very well established before that.  Trade Guilds in medieval London, as elsewhere,      became established for the regulation and protection of their trade.  In London the custom grew up for those guildsmen who were established in business, and took on journeymen or apprentices who commonly “lived” on the premises, to adopt some form of dress particular to the trade.  This came, in time, to be called, “livery”, and ultimately the word came to be associated simply with the clothing, but it derives from the, “living”.

Liveried Companies became very rich and powerful within the City.  Many gained or   purchased Royal Charters of their own, although this led occasionally to conflicts between the Companies, particularly during the tumultuous period of the fifteenth century.  What is clear is that the government of the City through its Corporation was inextricably bound up with the Livery Companies who controlled the commerce of the City.  

Although the Livery Companies of today exert less influence on trade than before, their presence within the Corporation is undiminished.  Every Alderman, and almost every member of the Court of Common Council is a Liveryman.  Candidates for the Shrievalty will have been put forward by their own Mother Companies.

Whereas some of the older Companies have survived despite an obsolete trade, others such as the Goldsmiths, still have a strangle hold on standards of workmanship.  Hall marking is still done at Goldsmiths Hall in Foster Lane.  In fact eighty-five Companies still maintain strong trade links, and all are involved in charitable works.

Last year, 2000, £38.1M was raised for charity, of which £5.5M was provided to 124 educational establishments having specific links to various Companies.  63 churches are supported, and 41 Companies support a considerable number of Almshouses and     sheltered accommodation units.

Precedence remains important within the City, where the Lord Mayor gives way only to the Queen.  Amongst the Livery Companies, the order of precedence was settled in 1515, with the notable exception of the Skinners and Merchant Taylors, who to this day alternate annually between six and seven, thus giving rise to the commonly used phrase, “at sixes and sevens”.   The first twelve companies are known as, “The Great Twelve” and enjoy a privileged position in all City Ceremonials.  They are also exceedingly rich!

The Livery does, of course, include the Freedom.  A candidate for Livery must first have been made Free of his Company, and a Freeman of the City, in order to be considered for “Clothing” as we call it, and there is nothing automatic about it!  The principal          difference between a London Freeman and a Liveryman is that Liverymen, “in Common Hall assembled”, enjoy the privilege and right to participate in the elections of the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs.  

Common Hall assembles on Midsummer day for the election of the Sheriffs and on    Michaelmas day for the election of the Lord Mayor.  Elections take place by show of hands unless a poll is demanded, in which case voting takes place a fortnight later.     Entrance to Common Hall is strictly controlled by the Beadles of the several Livery   Companies, and the proceedings are opened by the Common Crier declaring, “All who are not Liverymen, depart, on pain of imprisonment.”

The other great communal occasions, where all are encouraged to participate, are, The Lord Mayor’s Show, in mid November and the United Guilds Service in St Paul’s         Cathedral on Lady Day, when the Cathedral is always full to overflowing and tickets are often hard to come by.

Admission to the Freedom of the City is by either one of three ways, servitude, patrimony or redemption, with or without the intervention of a Livery Company.  Servitude, or       apprenticeship must be to a Freeman of the City.  Patrimony can be claimed at the age of 21 by a child born to a parent who was a Freeman before the birth of the child.        Redemption requires the candidate to be nominated by two people who are either     Common Councilmen or Liverymen. 

Of the present 102 Livery Companies, over 45 have been established during the last half-century.  How is this done?  How is livery status achieved?   There is no easy route to acceptance by the City Corporation, and I have little doubt that there have been a few failures on the way.

In order to form a new Company; a number of prerequisites will need to be considered.  The trade or profession cannot duplicate an existing Company.  For example, amongst the most recently accepted, is the Company of Information Technologists.  Furthermore, the membership of the applicant guild must be, made up of those working in the industry, be able to show connections with the City, and be recognised as solid and respectable citizens.  They will need to have established Ordinances for the government of the    Company.  A governing body known as a Court will have been set up.  This will usually consist of a Master, or Prime Warden, several Wardens, and Court Assistants.  This   provides a firm hierarchy, that will survive mishaps or damage, and provide a route for any who would seek advancement to Master, once the Company has achieved its grant of Livery.

The Grant itself will be made with due ceremony by the Lord Mayor and the Court of    Aldermen to the Court of the Company which will henceforth be known as the Worshipful Company of whatever.

The length of time varies according to the background, but it can take anything up to    fifteen years to achieve a full grant of Livery.  A solid foundation, leading to a lasting   corporate body is the prime consideration.

There is much in the detail.  Evidence of efforts to foster the profession or trade, through education, apprenticeships and the like has also to be matched by substantial funding and investment, including the establishment of a Charitable Trust Fund, currently of the order of £300,000.  When these and other similar basics are in place, the company may consider appointing solicitors to draw up a petition to be presented to the Court of         Aldermen, and for this they will also need to have identified a sponsor who is also an    Alderman.  He will have been courted and entertained over a number of years and so will be thoroughly conversant with the membership and details of the applicant Company.  He will not be slow to discourage an immature application.

e approach will be canvassed to all of the preceding Livery Companies, by the Court of Aldermen, but in fact it will be well known throughout the City well before that.  The City is somewhat of a tightly knit society, and word spreads rapidly, who is doing what, where and to whom!  It is, moreover, highly protective of its reputation and traditional values.  Any gaff is soon spotted and publicly criticised, but overall there is a tangible spirit of friendship.

On completion of the Freedom Ceremony of admission in the Chamberlain’s Court in Guildhall, after the new Freeman has signed the Letter Book, he or she is offered, “the hand of friendship”.

Of the Livery Companies listed on page 4 of this section, 36 have halls of their own within the “square mile”.

One, the Glaziers, which is shared by the Scientific Instrument Makers and Launderers, is at the southern end of London Bridge, in Southwark.

In London the Freedom is alive and well, as the presently vigorous expansion shows.  It must be right that the best of the ancient traditions are sustained by current growth.  In that way the best of the past becomes a sound base for the future.

The toast is: “To the Livery, may it flourish, root and branch, for ever.”

The Companies in order of precedence

Recently admitted:      101 World Traders        102  Water Conservators

	1    Mercers
	37   Tylers & Bricklayers
	71   Glass Sellers

	2    Grocers
	38   Bowyers
	72   Coachmakers &

	3    Drapers
	39   Fletchers
	       Coach-Harness Makers

	4    Fishmongers
	40   Blacksmiths
	73   Gunmakers

	5    Goldsmiths  
	41   Joiners & Ceilers
	74   Gold & Silver Wyre

	6    Skinners
	42   Weavers
	       Drawers

	6    Merchant Taylors
	43   Woolmen
	75   Makers of Playing Cards

	8    Haberdashers
	44   Scriveners
	76   Fan Makers

	9    Salters
	45   Fruiterers
	77   Carmen

	10   Ironmongers
	46   Plaisterers
	78   Master Mariners

	11   Vintners
	47   Stationers &
	79   Solicitors

	12   Clothworkers
	       Newspaper Makers
	80   Farmers

	13   Dyers
	48   Broderers
	81   Air Pilots & Navigators

	14   Brewers
	49   Upholders
	82   Tobacco Pipe Makers &

	15   Leathersellers
	50   Musicians
	       Tobacco Blenders

	16   Pewterers
	51   Turners
	83   Furniture Makers

	17   Barber Surgeons
	52   Basketmakers
	84   Scientific Instrument 

	18   Cutlers
	53   Glaziers & 
	       Makers

	19   Bakers
	       Painters of Glass
	85   Chartered Surveyors

	20   Wax Chandlers
	54   Horners
	86   Chartered Accountants

	21   Tallow Chandlers
	55   Farriers
	87   Chartered Secretaries &

	22   Armourers and Braziers
	56   Paviors
	        Administrators

	23   Girdlers
	57   Loriners
	88   Builders Merchants

	24   Butchers
	58   Apothecaries
	89   Launderers

	25   Sadlers
	59   Shipwrights
	90   Marketors

	26   Carpenters
	60   Spectacle Makers
	91   Actuaries

	27   Cordwainers
	61   Clockmakers
	92   Insurers

	28   Painter Stainers
	62   Glovers
	93   Arbitrators

	29   Curriers 
	63   Feltmakers
	94   Engineers

	30   Masons
	64   Framework Knitters
	95   Fuellers

	31   Plumbers
	65   Needlemakers
	96   Lightmongers

	32   Innholders
	66   Gardeners
	97   Environmental Cleaners

	33   Founders
	67   Tin Plate Workers
	98   Chartered Architects

	34   Poulters
	68   Wheelwrights
	99   Constructors

	35   Cooks
	69   Distillers
	100  Information 

	36   Coopers
	70   Pattenmakers
	        Technologists
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