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LANCASTER

City in the County of Lancashire

In 1193, Lancaster had a charter from John Earl of Mortain, granting to his Burgesses of          Lancaster the Customs of Bristol.

In 1199,  Lancaster was given a charter by King John, substituting the customs of     Northampton.

Freemen have been admitted in Lancaster since 1688.  The present total is not known.  However, from 1835 to 1975 probably 2000 to 2500 were admitted; and in the 150 years previous to that about 10000 to 15000.  Between the years 1975 and 2001, 427 Freemen were admitted. 

Freemen are still admitted by patrimony and by apprenticeship for seven years.

Freemen are admitted at the age of sixteen.

Sons legitimised under the legitimacy Act 1926 are admitted.

An Annual Court is held on the second Saturday in July of each year at the Town Hall.  The Mayor and Chief Executive robe.  Candidates to be admitted are accompanied by a parent, relative or friend who is called upon by the Chief Executive to identify them.  Names of candidates are placed upon pieces of paper, which are placed in the Beadles top hat as they enter the Court.   After taking the “roll call” of candidates, and when the oath has been taken, the Mayor proceeds to take a name from the hat — the names   having been well shaken up.  As the Mayor draws out the name he calls it out and the Chief  Executive enters the candidate’s particulars in the Court Roll – his Clerk reading them out to him.  The point of drawing from the hat is to establish seniority.

The fees payable are 50p per candidate.  At one time it was £1-10s — £1 being the stamp duty which has now been done away with.  

The first 80 on the seniority list receive £13 per annum, paid on the 1st June each year.

The grazing rights were extinguished and the profits from the Marsh are distributed.

Freemen’s rights are secured by the Lancaster Corporation Act 1900.   Widows continue to have rights to the payment, but daughters do not.    They must have been resident in the City for 12 months prior to the 20th May of any year.

Lancaster was granted City status in 1937 and elected a Mayor and a Deputy Mayor.

The Rolls of the Freemen of Lancaster 1688 – 1840 were privately printed by the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire in 1935 and 1938.

Twenty five Honorary Freemen were elected between 1835 and 1900 and twenty seven since 1900. They include the King’s Own Royal Regiment after the 1939-45 war and later the King’s Own Border Regiment.   HMS Lancaster and HMS Trafalger are also Honorary Freemen, as well as HRH The Prince of Wales and HRH Princess Alexandra.

