Lichfield

Lichfield 

 Title of Court 

    Lichfield Manorial Court & Court Baron
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	Date of formation
Date of Charter

Lord of the Manor
Title of Leader of the Court
	1548

1548

The Mayor, Councillors and Citizens of  the 

       City of Lichfield

Mayor of Lichfield


Offices and Officers of the Court
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Contact

Peter Young BA

Town Clerk

Lichfield City Council

Council Offices

Guildhall

Lichfield

Staffordshire WS13 6LX

Tel: 01543 250011

Fax: 01543 258441

e-mail: townclerk@lichfield.gov.uk

Brief history

This is an ancient Manorial Court dating back to 1548 when the Manorial rights of the Barony of Lichfield were transferred by a Charter of Edward VI to the Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty of the City, known today as Mayor, Councillors and Citizens. The Court is now held in a light hearted and jovial manner with the Mayor, as Lord of the Manor presiding over the proceedings. 

St George’s Court.

The Court, even today, appoints the ancient Officers of the Manor, two High Constables, seven Dozeners (responsible for specific wards of the City) two Pinners (responsible for the pinfolds), two Ale Tasters (to ensure the ale is of a satisfactory standard within the City). Reports are submitted, with humour, by the High Constables. Pinners and Ale Tasters detail their work over the past year. A Jury is empanelled to impose ‘fines’ on those who have failed to attend in answer to their summons after first hearing their witty excuses. Following the Court, the Lord of the Manor and guests assemble in the Guildhall where a toast is proposed to “The Immortal Memory of St George, Patron Saint of England”.

Court of Arraye

The Court of Arraye is an annual assembly of people on May Day when they confederated together to defend the kingdom against all foreigners and enemies. The Court of Arraye has long since lost its purpose as a military inspection but the tradition has been continued albeit in a light hearted way. The Mayor, as Lord of the Manor, still inspects the men and arms who assemble in medieval armour in accordance with the ancient practice and the High Constables receive reports from the Dozeners as to the state of preparedness of the men in their area to defend the City.

In former times, following their inspection, the men at arms were given the remainder of the day for recreational pursuits. This, it is said, is how the Bower Festival developed. After the Court of Arraye is closed, the Mayor crowns the Bower Queen outside the front of the Guildhall. The procession of decorated floats then make a circuit of the City.

Shrovetide Fair and Pancake Toss

Held on Shrove Tuesday at noon in the Market Square and in Bore Street. The Shrovetide Old Fair was probably in existence before it was confirmed by the Charter of James I in 1623 and is still opened with the ancient ceremony. The Town Crier opens the fair and the ‘pan on bell’ sounds from St. Mary’s steeple. In former times a Court of ‘Pie Powdre’ was then held in the Guildhall for redressing of all grievances or complaints that shall happen to arise during the time of the Fair
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