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Offices and Officers of the Court



Contact

JB Strawson

Carter Jonas

43 Priestgate

Peterborough  PEl IAR

Tel: 01733 568100

Brief history

The Three Fields System is administered by the Court Leet. The Court Leet is a manorial Court comprising the Steward, usually a local solicitor, the Bailiff, three Open Field Foremen and the Jury of twelve. The Steward is an appointee of the landlord but who ensures a fair hearing and is responsible for keeping the minutes. The other members are selected from the Suit Roll, which is a register of those in the parish who have rights in the system.

The Court has the power to make and amend the rules governing the cropping system. The cropping system is a voluntary one which will persist as long as there are sufficient numbers to serve on the Jury and the tenants wish to continue it.

The Bailiff consults the Steward and Foremen and sets a date, usually in early December, for the Court Day. Two to three weeks before this on Jury Day the Jury and appropriate Foremen meet to inspect the open field drilled with wheat, thus covering the three Open Fields every three years. The inspection is to check against encroachments between neighbours and particularly on to the sykes, that the sykes are not spoiled by deposits of mud or wheelings, the state of the water courses etc and other matters. The Jury discuss their findings at the Dovecote Inn afterwards over a traditional roast beef lunch.

At Court Day held at the Dovecote Inn the Foremen report encroachments and other misdemeanours and appropriate essoigns (fines) are levied. Other topics relating to the Open Fields are discussed and appropriate action taken. A new Jury for the next year is sworn in. Other matters which affect the estate generally are discussed after the formal business is concluded.

Prior to 1950 the estate was in the hands of the Manvers Family for over 300 years then it was bought by the Government who sold it to the Crown Estate with a formal promise in Parliament that the Three Field System would be preserved.






















