Berkshire


Hungerford

 Title of Court
 Court Leet of the 

   Town and Manor of Hungerford

      and the Manor and Liberty of Sanden Fee 

	Date of formation
	Not advised

	
	

	Date of Charter
	1194

	
	

	Lord of the Manor
	Held in Trust

	
	

	Title of Leader of the Court
	Constable


Offices and Officers of the Court

	Constable

Portrieve

Bailiff

Tythingmen

Hon Fishery Manager

Water Bailiffs

Hon Sec of Commons Committee

Overseers of the Common

Keepers of the Keys

Blacksmith

Steward of the Hocktide Court

Ale Tasters

Bellman and Assistant Bailiff

Trustees
	Bruce Mayhew

Tyrell Bossom

Jonathan Roots

Alan Pugh

Thomas Barrow

Jonathan Roots

Geoffrey Doel; Roger King; Rodney Williams; David Roberts; Robert James; Anthony Nye; FJ (Barney) Wilson

Robert James

Tyrell Bossom; Stewart Hofgartner; Robert Johnson; Paul Burrough; Avril Frankel; Dennis Crier; Humphrey Astley Hope; Frederick Whitby; Robin Tubb

Stewart Hofgartner; Dennis Crier; Humphrey Astley Hope

Jonathan Roots

Susan Burnell

Robin Tubb; Vivian Long

Robin Tubb

Bruce Mayhew; Dennis Crier; Jonathan Roots; John Pallett; Robert James; Stewart Hofgartner; Roger Beard; Paul Burrough; Jack Williams; Robin Tubb


Contact 

	Robin Tubb

119 Priory Road

Hungerford

Berkshire RG17 OAP

Tel: 01488 682640
	


Brief history

The Court Leet still operates, under a Scheme regulated by the Charity Commissioners of 1908, and administers valuable rights and privileges being owners of the Town Hall and Corn Exchange, and elect traditional officers at a Leet on Friday following the second Tuesday after Easter, ie the Hocktide Court. Hocktide is that period’s Monday and Tuesday when there is the traditional frolic of the womenfolk being caught and held by the menfolk, then vice-versa, and released in return for a nominal payment; ie they are held ‘in Hock’. Hungerford is one of the few places to maintain this form of merriment, despite the puritans and Victorians attempts to suppress it. 

The ten Trustees are the Lord of the Manor-in-Trust under the charity. They are elected by all of the townsfolk. It is believed that the Town Hall is the only ‘private’ one in the country, the local council has to pay for its use as it is on the ancient land of the manor. The charter of 1194* was reaffirmed by Elizabeth I. They exercise rights to the present day as granted by Richard I, Edward III and John of Gaunt; the last named being the grantor of the fisheries to the Manor and how it is that our manor is part of the Duchy of Lancaster#. Surpluses are distributed to various local charitable concerns.

The Trustees, who meet once a month, control the Common of about three hundred acres, the Freemen’s Marsh of another two hundred acres or so, some other lands acquired piecemeal over the years amounting to another two hundred acres and five miles of chalk streams which includes the oldest managed fishery in the world.

The rights of those residents of the High Street who are ‘Free Suitors’ of the properties there, conforming with those of the grant of 1362, are those of Commoners in their being allowed to graze two cows or one horse on the Common and have shooting and fishing rights there. A full-time Keeper and Hayward of Common are retained by the Trustees.

[* Reign of Richard I ‘Lion Heart’; the borough device of star and crescent is based on his Badge]

[ # The ‘Honour’ of the Duchy of Lancaster includes all lands whether within the County Palatine of Lancashire or in counties elsewhere.]
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