HALE

Parish in the district of the Cheshire Non-Metropolitan County

Hale is in the postal district of Liverpool L24 and has less than 2000 inhabitants.

Hale’s Charter as a Borough was granted in 1203.   It has a fair market in the fourteenth century.   The mace goes back to the early 1700s.

Hale was not affected by the Municipal Corporations Act 1835 or the Local Government Act 1933.   It was a Parish Council and was formerly part of the Rural District Council of Whiston.   The minutes books are preserved from 1795.

In 1952 its residents opposed the Liverpool Extension Bill to take one third of its parish into the City of Liverpool.   Although unsuccessful in stopping this boundary change, it did extort an undertaking that such a portion of the parish was to remain in its agricultural state and not to be subject to compulsory purchase orders until 1967.

In 1971, although north of the Mersey, Freemen and organisations in Hale successfully fought to be included in Cheshire Non-Metropolitan County, when the Local Government Act 1972 came into operation.   Mr Gordon Oakes, its M.P., took a lead in this and also more broadly in the House of Commons in ensuring the passing of the freemen’s clauses in the Bill.

Thirty five resident Freemen are alive and there are twenty one non-resident Freemen.

Persons proposed as Freemen must have performed a service beneficial to the         community or conferred on it a pecuniary advantage.   Freemen must make a declaration and pay dues.   The fee for admission is £1.

Freemen have no special privilege.  The Lord mayor admits Freemen after they have taken the oath.   He was by custom the longest serving tenant farmer holding the oldest rent book of the estate , which includes the whole of the village.

The Lord Mayor is now elected for a three year term of office at the annual business meeting.  The ceremony takes place before a small Court of Mayor and office holders, Keeper of the Records, Mace Bearer, Sword Bearer, Keeper of the Purse, Clerk to the Court and town Crier.

The Court meets annually and the Lord mayor has an annual Church Service and in recent years the sermon has been preached by a Layman Freeman.

There are about ten acres of Common Land which have been registered.

The Lord mayor of the time was presented to Her majesty in 1968 during he visit to Hale.
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 Title of Court

   The Ancient  and Honourable 

                                    Freemen of Hale 

	Date of Formation

Date of Charter

Lord of the Manor

Title of Leader of the Court
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First recorded 1795

1203

None

Lord Mayor of Hale


Offices and Officers of the Court

	Lord Mayor

Sword Bearer

Clerk to the Freemen

Keeper of the Purse

Town Crier

Keeper of the Archives

Mace Bearer

Freemen’s representatives
	Eric Goldrein

Jim Rylance

Harold Myers

Paul Turton

Ken Owen

William Howell

Lawrence Morgan

Tom Johnson

Frank Hardman


Contact

Harold Myers

Clerk

33 Hale Road

Hale Village

Liverpool L24 5RB

Tel: 0151 425 2258

Brief history

In 1203, King John granted a Manorial Charter to Richard de Mida (Meath in Ireland). The Charter gave certain rights to Richard so as to administer his estate, and to appoint various Officers to carry out specific duties. He appointed Water Bailiffs (to collect anchorage taxes), Ale Tasters, Lane Lookers, Fire Watchers, Burley Men, Mace Bearers etc.

As Hale was a market town, he appointed a Bailiff or Constable to oversee the market, and one theory is to suggest that this official was known as the Mayor. There is, however, no record in the muniments of Hale Manor which exist of a Mayor. However in 1320 a gentleman signed a deed for the Norris family of Speke Hall describing himself as Richard le Maire de Hale, other signatures merely say Adam de Woolton, Richard de Bolde etc. Surnames were not in common use in those days, so if Richard signed as le Maire, he was the Mayor. The earliest record of Freemen of Hale is in 1795 and contains many entries of persons made Freemen, not only of Hale but also from other parts of the country.

With the start of the new record book in 1851 there is a record of a polling day for the election of Mayor accompanied by rural sports. It claims that John Penketh, a sawyer, was elected after a hotly fought contest.

Later on, around 1870, the Mayor was elected by local tenant farmers of the Hale estate at the Annual Rent Dinner where they paid the Lord of the Manor for the occupancy of his land. This later became custom that the oldest tenant farmer was elected Mayor for life. This practice continued until the death of the last tenant farmer of Hale to hold office, the late William Hichmough, in 1974.

At that time there were few tenant farmers and none who were willing to accept the office of Mayor. A meeting of all existing Freemen was called where it was decided to elect a Mayor from amongst themselves who would hold office for a period of three years, rather than for life, and this is the practice today.

New Freemen are admitted after taking the Oath of the Freemen at an Annual Court held in January and the criteria for admission is that the recipient of the honour must have conferred some benefit to the community of Hale in the years previous to his nomination.

