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Brief history

Fyling Court Leet has been in existence since at least 1540. Although the earliest records once held by the court have been lost, we know that testimony was given in court in 1609 that the lords of the manor had held courts leet, tourns and three weeks courts ever since 1540 when they first came into ownership of the manor. There are references to a court of some kind as early as 1394, when the manor was in the control of the Abbot of Whitby.

Today the court is very active in managing the 7,000 acres of common land on Fylingdales Moor, which forms part of the Strickland Estate and has been in the ownership of the Strickland/Cholmley family since the sixteenth century. There are 49 holdings with rights of common, mostly for grazing, but very few now exercise their rights and, regrettably, the moor as a whole is undergrazed.

The common land includes 67 common garths and enclosures, varying in size ftom very small ‘penny’ garths to the larger more recent enclosures, some of which extend to several acres.  All these encroachments on the Common are monitored by the Court Leet.  Occupation is subject to annual review by the court, the sum paid as a 'fine' by each occupier being assessed by the affearors. Charges are also levied for pipework across the Common, for water supplies and septic tanks, and for the siting of non-permanent buildings such as garages and summerhouses.

The court meets annually in December and occasionally during the year as required. At the annual meeting the fines are collected by the Bailiff the jury is sworn and the officers of the court are appointed for the following year.

In recent years the court has worked closely with The National Park authority and with English Nature to carry out bracken control and heather management work under the Moorland Regeneration Programme and is now considering the possibility of participating in a Countryside Stewardship Scheme.  Early in 1999 the whole of the moor was designated a ‘Site of Special Scientific Interest’ and so became subject to more stringent supervision by English Nature. The court, however, remains responsible for the management, preservation and improvement of the Common - for heather cutting and burning, for bracken control, for recording livestock numbers and, in addition, for resisting encroachments and misuse of any kind.
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