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The Borough was established shortly after 1081 when William 1 moved with an army through South Wales to visit St. David's. The earliest known charter was granted         between 1122 and 1127 by Robert Fitzroy, Earl of Gloucester. 

A comprehensive charter, still held, is that granted in 1340 by Hugh le Despenser which defined the rights of the Burgesses, These included certain rights of common over the Little and Big Heaths. A later charter was granted in 1581 by Queen Elizabeth. The rights were terminated when these lands were enclosed by Act of Parliament in 1801. 

From June 1777 to April 1993 the number of burgesses/freemen admitted was 479. In 1999 about 40 freemen remain of whom 10 live in the Cardiff area. Some eligible         applications are pending. The following applicants are admitted: 

· Every son of a freeman, and the husband of every daughter of a freeman. 

· Every person having served an apprenticeship to a freemen is eligible, but           instances of such admissions are not known.            

Applications for freedom by affidavit and proxy from two men in Australia have been     accepted. 

When an admission takes place, the Lord Mayor greets the claimant and his party, and asks the Chief Executive to explain the proceedings. 

The Chief Executive refers to the origin of hereditary freemen in Cardiff and reads      Section 248 of the Local Government Act 1972, proceeding to read the letters which   constitute the claim under examination. He explains that: 

(1) 
the admission to hereditary freemanship of the father is proved by production of 
the Freemen's Roll 

(2) 
the birth of the claimant is proved by birth certificate and evidence of witnesses 
and to Identification of the person named in the certificate. 

(3) 
In a claim by marriage - production of the marriage certificate and evidence of 
identity of person mentioned in the certificate. 

The Lord Mayor examines the certificate and, if satisfied, thereon requests the Chief    Executive to administer the customary oath, the Lord Mayor and the Chief Executive sign the Freemen's Roll and sign the certificate. The Lord Mayor hands the certificate to the claimant and addresses the assembly. 

The freeman's oath reads:


 "You shall swear to be true to our Sovereign Lady the Queen and the Lord of this 
Town and City. You shall be obedient to the Lord Mayor of the said City for the 
time being and obey his Warrants, Precepts and Commands. You shall be civil 
and obedient to the Councillors of the same and also you shall as much In your 
power lies contribute and do every act and thing for the good government and 
safety of this City and the Citizens thereof    S0 HELP YOU GOD." 

Admittance takes place in the presence of family and friends as witnesses

The freemen of Cardiff have met to consider forming a Guild of Freemen, but little       progress has been made since. 

The Honorary Freedom of Boroughs Act 1885, as re-enacted in subsequent Local       Government Acts, provided that councils of a borough could admit to be honorary      freemen of the borough persons of distinction, and any person who has rendered eminent services to the borough. 

Honorary freemen of Cardiff Include HM TheQueen, HRH Prince Philip, HRH Prince of Wales and the late HRH Princess of Wales. The Freedom of the City has been conferred upon the Welsh Guards, The Royal Regiment of Wales, and the National Union of    Mineworkers. 

The following histories are available: 


"Cardiff Records" by Robson Mathews in six volumes 1898-1911 


"Cardiff, a History of the City" by Professor Rees 1969 


"The Cardiff Story" by Dennis Morgan 1991. 

