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Cricklade 

Title of Court

  The Manorial Court for the 

       Hundred and Borough of Cricklade 

Offices and Officers of the Court

Contact

VPD Foley JP

5 Chelworth,

Cricklade

Wiltshire

SN6 6HL

Brief history

The Town Charter for Cricklade was granted in 1156 by Henry II but this was not the Charter for the Court.

The right to hold a Leet or Court arose from the system of tithing established in Saxon times. Each ten had a leader who was responsible for the other nine. Groups formed a hundred. The ten leaders elected a ‘hundred man’. The tens and hundreds organised law and order locally.

As the population increased, the hundreds became associated with districts, and a more elaborate system of enforcing the King’s fiscal and justice evolved. King’s Bench tried pleas of the Crown and heard Appeals from other Courts. The Common Pleas sat permanently in Westminster Hall adjudicating the disputes between owners of freehold land. Below them, although also subject to the King’s over-riding writ, were local Courts administering the customary law of the neighbourhood.

The Shire Court, under the Sheriff, a local magistrate, met monthly. Below the Sheriff’s Court was the Hundred Court, held once every three weeks by a Bailiff, to whom the Sheriff and owner of the hundred jurisdiction had sub let its profits. He, as a Royal Officer, was responsible to the Sheriff.

The Manor of Cricklade was purchased in 1842 by Joseph Neeld of Grittleton. Mr Ralph Neeld, the present Lord of the Manor, holds the title by his life tenancy of the Grittleton Estate.

There still exists a Lord of the Hundred and Borough of Cricklade and although, following the Enclosure Act, the remaining Town land was allotted, the right of burgage holders to pasture in the North Meadow has been preserved.

Ceremonies

No public events. 

A Court Leet Dinner is planned for 2000

The procedure followed for the holding of the Court Leet.

1 Prologue to the Court 

2 Court in Session 

3 Roll Call by Steward 

4 Minutes of Previous Court meeting 

5 Appointment of Town Crier

6 Appointment of Afeerer 

7 High Bailiff’s Report 

8 Officers’ Reports 

9 Presentations 

10 Appointment of Freemen 

11 Burgees questions 

12 Court retires
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