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via Mr H.Crapper

FEW Warden - West

BRISTOL

City in the County of Avon

Burgesses were mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1086.    A charter of John, Count of Mortain, granted franchises in 1188.   It became a county borough in 1373.

On average during the past five years there has been approximately one admission to freemanship per annum, most of which have been by apprenticeship.   A number of freemen begin their apprenticeship at advanced years.   On average only about one person in ten takes up freemanship by patrimony, which requires that the person must have been born within ancient limits of the City and also must have been born after his father was made free.

Freedom by marriage is acquired by marrying the daughter or widow of a freeman.    In order to confer the right of freedom on her husband, a freeman’s daughter must have been born within the city after her father became free.

A fee of  £25 is payable on taking up apprenticeship and a fee of £25 is payable on being admitted to freedom.   These fees are payable for the necessary documentation.

59 apprentices were admitted between 1920 - 1970,  29 between 1965 - 1974 and 41 between 1975 - 1998.     1835 boundaries are used for admission by patrimony.

When a person applies for admission , he attends before the Lord Mayor and takes the oath of a Burgess.   He has to produce the necessary evidence to show that he is qualified for admission.     In the case of an apprentice, it is customary for the master to whom he has been bound to attend before the Lord Mayor at the same time.

Freemen no longer receive any payments, although they may have claim on certain charities, but at the present time no freeman is known to be taking advantage of these charities.

Only freemen may join the Merchant Venturers.

37 honorary freemen have been elected since 1900.    The roll commenced in 1888 but there were many before that time.   Honorary freemen have been royalty, service chiefs, high ranking politicians, e.g. prime Ministers and local politicians.  The Gloucester regiment was admitted in 1958.

Following the Local Government Act 1972, a Lord Mayor and Deputy Lord Mayor have been appointed by the Council: the office of Sheriff has been abolished.   The Council decided to appoint a number of Honorary Aldermen (initially 14) with the option of adding to this number from time to time.  There are currently 38 Honorary Aldermen. 
