Bideford 

Title of Court

The Court Leet & View of Frankpledge and 

  Court Baron of the Manor of Bideford

	Date of Formation

Date of Charter 

Lord of the Manor

Title of Leader of the Court
	Not advised

1272 and 1573

Bideford Town Council

Steward


Offices and Officers of the Court

Steward

Foreman

Constables

Tythingmen

Haywards
Contact

George B McLauchlan

Town Clerk

Town Hall

Bideford

Devon EX39 2HS 

Tel: 01237 476711

Brief history

For 500 years or more before the Norman Conquest the Manor of Bideford was held by the Barony of Gloucester. It received a Charter in 1272 and a Charter of Incorporation in 1573 which was confirmed in 1610.

In the seventeenth century the Manor of Bideford, being one of the many estates held by the Grenville family for over 500 years, were all sold, the Manor of Bideford being purchased by the Cleveland family of Tapely in about 1750. In 1848 John Cleveland took up his duties as Lord of the Manor.

In 1881 the Mayor and Corporation bought the Manor of Bideford from John Cleveland, and thus the Aldermen and Councillors became the Lords of the Manor.

It was not until 1936 that Armorial Bearings were granted to Bideford and registered at the College of Heralds. The Town’s motto is ‘Bold for Queen and Faith’. An adaptation of Sir Richard Grenville’s dying words “I have ended my life as a soldier ought to do, fighting for his Country, Queen, Religion and Honour”.

Bideford was governed by Provosts until its Incorporation as a Borough on the 10th December, 1573.

(Notes on the Manor Court dated 24th April, 1900.)

The Court Leet and View of Frankpledge was duly holden and kept in the Town Hall on Saturday morning. The function was public but hardly anyone beyond those officially concerned put in an appearance. There was a time, of course, when this Court Leet and Court Baron were extremely important.

Twice each year at Easter and Michaelmas the Freemen were summoned by their Lord to his Court Leet. The Steward empanelled a Jury, which selected its Foreman and thus culprits were tried by their Peers.

The ‘View of Frankpledge’ was the inspection by the Steward of the Manor of all Freemen included in the Pledge.

The tenants were summoned to the Court by the Bailiff or Tythingman, and the Court being assembled and opened by the Steward and Tythingman with preliminary “Oyez. Oyez” called upon the persons who owed Suit and Service to draw near and give their attendances. The Tythingman was then sworn to make true presentment of the several offences committed against his Office since the last Court. The Tenants then answered their names, after which the Jury chose a Foreman. The Steward then gave the Charge. The Constables, Tythingmen and Haywards were then sworn. The Town Clerk, presided as Steward of the Manor and local Burgesses were sworn into the Jury. The Mayor, who is the titular Lord of the Manor, acts as Foreman of his own Jury and sits under the jurisdiction of his own Steward. In the old days an absentee was fined six shillings and eight pence (6s 8d).

Today’s definition would be:- “The Court Leet and View of Frankpledge, together with the Court Baron of the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses acting as Town Council to the said Borough and Manor of Bideford”, as it was stated in 1896.

The annual meeting is held in Spring at Bideford Town Hall.






















